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Introduction  

The Persian Gulf is a 

familiar name across the 

world. Ever since life and 

history began in the Iranian 

Plateau, the destiny of Iran 

and the world have been 

somehow linked together.  

The popularity of the 

ñPersian Seaò and its 

worldwide fame has not 

only been because of its 

commercial and navigation 

peculiarities but also is due 

to the fact that its banks 

and nearby lands are 

known to be the cradle of 

civilization. 

This great commercial 

waterway of the Old World 

gradually established itself 

near Iranôs southern plains 

some 500,000 years ago. It 

covered around 10 percent 

of Asia, and is the source 

of over 50 percent of the 

worldôs oil and gas 

reservoirs.  

This waterway benefits 

from a special geographic 

position because it bridges 

the East and the West. 

Thus, its distinctive 

position makes it an 

important and necessary 

region to study in terms of 

its strategic, military and 

significant role in 

international affairs. 

Traces of ñhuman 

habitationò from early 

times are seen in different 

layers of the earth in the 

Persian Gulf and Sea of 

Oman region, an area that 

spans around 3,000 

kilometers. The issue of 

urban settlement and 

identity around the Persian 

Gulf is a novel subject in 

an old and exceptional 

context. It should also be 

noted that the cultural 

architecture values of any 

given nation, tribe or 

territory belongs to the 

whole human community. 

Therefore, its 

understanding and 

assessment is an absolute 

necessity in achieving 

sustainable architecture.  

The Exhibition on Urban 

Settlement and Identity of 

the Persian Gulf and Sea of 

Oman Region is trying to 

uncover the untold secrets 

of the presence of man 

beyond the regionôs 

history. It aims to open the 

gates to the issue of urban 

habitation and identity in 

the area. 

This exhibition showcases 

a rudimentary review of 

the architectural values 

remaining from the 

regionôs past. It includes 

visual documents and texts 

gathered from more than 

30 major cities in the 

region. It aims to attract 

the attention of elite 

professionals in addition to 

all interested individuals in 

this subject in line with the 

dialogue on the vast arena 

of architecture in this 

region. 

 

 

M. R. Javadi 
Iranian Architecture / 

Architectural Researcher 
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Southern Waters 

The southern waters of Iran from the Red Sea
1
 to the banks of the Indus River in Pakistan have 

been documented in the history and geography of ñPars Seaò. 

The part of the water that spans from the Hormuz strip to the west and is connected to the 

Arvand and Bahmanshir Rivers is known as the Persian Gulf, and the other part that extends to 

the east from the Hormuz strip and connects to the Send River is known as the Mokran or Oman 

Sea.
2
 

In terms of the geographical position, the Persian Gulf and Mokran Sea faces the Zagros 

Mountain Ranges to the north and the Arabian Peninsula to the south. It benefits from a very 

strategic location as it is within the archeological center of the world, and in terms of culture it is 

a very unique region due to the blend of cultures and languages (Farsi & Arabic) that occurred as 

a result of the immense amount of trading that took place between the northern and southern 

shores.
3
 

The Persian Gulf is the oldest sea recognized by man-kind. The people settling near the Persian 

Gulf were the first people to learn the art of sailing and ship-making and this ñsea movementò 

led to the advancement of culture and sea trade in addition to the emergence of the Ilam, Akad, 

Sumer, Chalde, Babol, Ashoor, Mad and Pars imperators
4
 and the ancient disputes that would 

later take place between these different cultures for the use of these waters. Akdemanian 

approached the Mediterranean Sea and Ethiopia as the Mesopotamians tried to settle in the Iran 

plateaus in order to have access to both of these important waters (Persian Gulf and 

Mediterranean Sea). 

The Persian Gulf from ancient times up to today has always been one of the most important 

water passageways both in terms of economy and the transition of culture across different lands
5
. 

Just like how the life of the Mesopotamia economy depended on the Tigris and Euphrates River, 

and the Nile River played an important role in Egyptôs history, in the exact same way we can say 

that the Persian Gulf played a critical role in the history, civilization and economy of Iran
6
. The 

Persian Gulf had an important role in Iran which in itself had an influential role in the politics 

and economy of the world. Today it also plays an important role as it contains large amounts of 

natural resources which provide income to the surrounding nations which has made it one of the 

focal points of the world. The Persian Gulf as the heart of the ancient world is considered as one 

of the most sensitive regions both ancient and present in the world. Any kind of development in 

this region will have an aftermath for the continents of Asia, Europe and Africa.
7
 

                                                      
1
 Red Sea is a narrow strip originated from the Indian Ocean in the Arabian Peninsula and African Continent. In the 

north it faces the Sinai Peninsula, in the North East the Aghabeh Gulf and in the North west the Suez Canal. From 
the south it connects to the Indian Ocean via the Gulf of Aden and Babel-Manded Straight. 
2
 Afshar, 2007, Page 13 

3
 Mojtahedzadeh, 2008, Page 41 

4
 Afshar, 2007, Page 13 

5
 Afshar, 2007, Page 13 

6
 Vosoughi, 2005, Page 7 

7
 Vosoughi, 2005, Pages 7-8 
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Karun River 

Ahvaz, Khuzestan 

 

City Bazaar 

Emam Port 

Khuzestan 

 

Laft Port 

Hormozgan 
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Lengeh Port 

Hormozgan 

 

Charak Port 

Hormozgan 

 

Young Employees 

Asalouye 

Hormozgan 
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Traditional House 

Siraf           

Bushehr 

 

Young Man       

Delvar           

Bushehr 

 

Palm Trees       

Borazjan           

Bushehr 
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Genaveh Port       

Bushehr 

 

Traditional 

Architect       

Hendijan 

Khuzestan 
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Hendijan 

Khuzestan 

 

Daylam Port 

Bushehr 

 


